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I. Introduction
By resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04) the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action that included the principles of social development and established specific goals and targets that would reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.

In November 2005, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, the Heads of State and Government offered their encouragement to the OAS in drafting the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, whose principles and objectives, they said, “will be directed towards the achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion.”
Subsequently, the mandate issued to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI was reiterated by the General Assembly in resolutions AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2449 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10), and AG/RES. 2695 (XLI-O/11).

In June 2012, by resolution AG/RES. 2699 (XLII-O/12) the General Assembly adopted the Social Charter, contained in document AG/doc.5242/12. In that resolution, the General Assembly instructed the Working Group “to conclude negotiations on a draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter,” which mandate was renewed in resolutions AG/RES. 2775 (XLIII-O/13) and AG/RES. 2841 (XLIV-O/14).
II. Officers
For the current term, the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) installed the Working Group on July 23, 2014. On that same date, it was agreed by consensus that Ambassador Hubert Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica to the Organization of American States (OAS) should continue at the helm of the Working Group as Chair. The election of the Vice Chair was left pending until a later meeting of the Working Group.

III. Mandate
On July 23, 2014, the Permanent Council assigned the Working Group the task of follow-up and implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2841 (XLIV-O/14), “Preparation of the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas.” That resolution urges the Working Group to conclude the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas, preferably before December 31, 2014.
The above resolution also authorizes the Permanent Council and CIDI to approve, ad referendum of the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session, the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas.
IV. Activities of the Working Group
In order to fulfill the mandate set forth in resolution AG/RES. 2841 (XLIV-O/14), the Working Group will hold meetings as per the attached schedule. The Working Group will focus its efforts on the negotiations on the areas of intervention and paragraphs that are pending (areas of intervention 4, 5, 6, and 7; introductory paragraphs; and the paragraphs pertaining to the implementation mechanism for the Plan of Action), as is reflected in the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas (document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 rev. 4).

I am pleased to present this Work Plan, which will serve as a general framework for the activities of the Group and, with the aim of ensuring the best results, will be open to such amendments as the Working Group may approve or that are deemed necessary as work progresses on the entrusted task.

I would like to take this opportunity to say that I welcome any suggestions by member states on this draft work plan and am grateful for your support in completing the work assigned to the Working Group.

Hubert Charles
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Dominica to the OAS
Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council 
and CIDI on the Draft Plan of Action
of the Social Charter of the Americas
ANNEX I

	SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER 2014
/


	September 16, 2014 
2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Guerrero Room
	1. Election of the Vice Chair.
2. Presentation and adoption of the draft work plan.

3. Negotiation of Area of Intervention 4: Food and Nutrition

4. Negotiation of Area of Intervention 5: Education


	September 30, 2014 
2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Guerrero Room
	1. Negotiation of Area of Intervention 6: Housing and Basic Public Services
2. Negotiation of Area of Intervention 7: Culture


	October 7, 2014
2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Guerrero Room

	1. Negotiation of the introductory paragraphs
2. Negotiation of the implementation mechanism for the Plan of Action

	October 21, 2014 
2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Columbus Room

	Negotiation of the paragraphs pending in the Plan of Action

	November 11, 2014

2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Guerrero Room


	Negotiation of the paragraphs pending in the Plan of Action

	November 25, 2014

2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Guerrero Room


	Negotiation of the paragraphs pending in the Plan of Action

	December 3, 2014

2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Guerrero Room


	Presentation of the Plan of Action to the Permanent Council and CIDI 
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�.	With the aim of ensuring the best results, this schedule will be open to such amendments as the Working Group may approve or that are deemed necessary as work progresses on the entrusted task.





